
What is Stadium Woods?
Stadium Woods is a rare 11 acre old growth, 

white oak forest located between Blacksburg 
and Virginia Tech’s Lane Stadium. 

The forest has been scientifically confirmed 
as an uneven-aged, self-sustaining forest 
which resembles the ancient forest that once 
blanketed Virginia and all southern states to 
northern Georgia. Dozens of trees are more 
than 300 years old. 

The forest is used by numerous colleges 
and the Corp of Cadets as an unparalleled 
teaching, research and outreach laboratory. 
Its presence contributes to VT’s Tree campus 
USA Arbor Day Award, and it’s Climate 
Action Commitment and Sustainability Plan.

In the University Master Plan the woods 
are protected as an environmental greenway. 
Despite this designation as an environmental 
greenway and as a “no build zone”, the 
woods are vulnerable to future proposed 
development. 

Virginia Tech is likely the only university 
in North America with a forest such as this 
on its central campus.  This woodland should 
be celebrated and acknowledged by insuring 
its future existence.  We have the opportunity 
to literally “Invent the Future” which insures 
the protection and continued presence of the 
forest. Many Virginia Tech constituencies 
call for this unique forest stand to be saved 
permanently. 
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Support for preserving Stadium Woods
100% of the information requested or received by the University 
has been in support of preserving the woods. 
Groups supporting preservation include:

•	 Virginia Tech Arboretum Committee
•	 Virginia Tech Faculty Senate
•	 Virginia Tech College of Natural Resources and Environment 

Faculty Association
•	 Virginia Tech Student Government Association
•	 Virginia Tech Commission on Student Affairs
•	 Virginia Tech Graduate Student Assembly
•	 Environmental Coalition of Virginia Tech
•	 Virginia Tech Army ROTC
•	 Virginia Sierra Club
•	 Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the Ecological Society of America
•	 Blacksburg Town Council
•	 Nearly 11,000 petition signers.

The third-party environmental assessment solicited by the university 
strongly supports the uniqueness of the woods and social survey/
opinion work conducted by the University also strongly sides with 
preserving the woods. 
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